
SITE VISIT REPORT

Site Name: K-Lines, Inc.

Site Address: 17375 SW 63rd Ave.   Lake Oswego, 97035
Date of Visit: April 20, 1999
DEQ Source:  Kevin Dana, Site Assessment Program, DEQ Headquarters

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----

DEQ visited the site named above to interview site representatives and tour the premises.
Information collected during this visit was to be used in determining the threat the site posed to
the surrounding population and environment.  The following summarizes information that DEQ
collected during this visit.

The following individuals attended the meeting and walk-through of the K-Lines site on April
20, 1999:

Kevin Dana Gil Wistar Steve Berrey
Site Assessment Program Site Assessment Coordinator Site Owner

DEQ obtained the following information during discussions with the site owners/representatives:

Steve Berrey indicated that he and his father acquired K-Lines in 1963, and acquired the
property around the same time.  K-Lines did not relocate to the property until 1972, however.
(The property was largely undeveloped before then, with just some houses in the area).  Berrey
“bought out” his father’s share around 1975.

Berrey said that K-Lines shipped lead oxide (used in lead-acid battery manufacturing) from
Seattle to Portland area companies.  Four trucks in the fleet were dedicated to lead oxide
shipping at any one time.  K-Lines also shipped other bulk products in other trucks, including
cement (about 70% of the total cargo), lime, urea, and fertilizers.

Trucks were parked, refueled, and washed out at the site.  Trucks were fueled from three rows of
fuel dispensers.  (Six trucks could be refueled at once).  North of the fuel islands (and at a lower
grade), trucks were rinsed out in a wash rack.  Once the wastewater treatment ponds were
constructed (in 1975), truck wash water was channeled into two concrete ponds and allowed to
settle.  Solids were disposed of at the Grabhorn Landfill.  Excess water was either discharged to
an unnamed creek to the north of the ponds (running from west to east), or spray irrigated on
fields to the north of the creek.

Berrey claimed that there was only one release of lead oxide at the site, which was reported to
DEQ by a “disgruntled employee” during a labor dispute.  The impacted area was minor (about



the size of a table), and was cleaned up by the time DEQ inspectors arrived.  Berrey claimed that
when the lead oxide trucks were washed out at the site, the lead oxide was removed from the
trucks, “contained” on-site, and placed back into the trucks after washing.  In short, lead oxide
was not released all over the site, as may have been reported to DEQ.

Berrey sold K-Lines to Gresham Transfer in 1989, and proceeded to clean up the site.  The
wastewater treatment ponds were removed at this time.  Berrey said that sampling was conducted
during the removal, but wasn’t sure if he still had the report.  The excavated material was
disposed of at the Grabhorn Landfill.  Fill material was brought in from Canby.  (The contractor
was based in Canby).

Berrey was unfamiliar with the May 1989 petroleum release (recorded in LUST as occurring on
property “adjacent to K-Lines”).

Berrey purchased an adjacent parcel to the northwest of the site and redeveloped it.  (The parcel
is currently occupied by a Federal Express distribution center).  A limited environmental
investigation was conducted prior to the redevelopment.  Berrey may send us a copy of the
report.

Underground storage tanks are currently being removed from the site.  The tanks stored diesel
fuel. Mike Gibson of Enviro-Comp was retained by Berrey to conduct the removal.  Mike
apparently expanded the soil and groundwater testing to include lead after learning about the site
history.  The sample results reportedly show very low levels of lead.  The sample report isn’t
completed yet. Gil and I repeated our desire to see the sampling results from the report (and see
the report in general).  Berrey indicated that he would try to get the report completed and sent to
us “in a couple of weeks”.

Last year, Berrey purchased a vacant parcel of land directly north of the site (across the creek).
He hopes to redevelop this property, too.

DEQ noted the following in the course of its walking inspection of the site:

There is a single, rectangular building (pointing north/south) at the site.  The building is
primarily leased by Prime Services, Inc., which rents and sells heavy equipment under the name
Prime Equipment.  Equipment appears to be maintained in bays in the building.  Speed’s Towing
leases a small second-floor office in the building, and uses a lot to the north of the building.
(The building occupies the southern half of the site, Speed’s lot the northern half).

We started in the fenced-off area used by Speed’s to store impounded automobiles.  The fuel
dispensers were once located at the south end of the yard.  The truck wash rack was north of the
dispensers, and the wastewater treatment ponds were north of the wash rack.  An abrupt ledge
about three feet high separates the wash rack and fuel dispenser areas.  (The fuel dispenser area
is higher than the wash rack area).  The ground appeared to be a hard-packed dirt and gravel
mixture.



Immediately south of the former fuel dispenser area is a large excavation where an underground
storage tank was removed.  (It appeared to be a 10,000-gallon tank).  There was standing water
at the bottom of the excavation, and two ducks (a male and female mallard) were swimming in it.
The water level appeared to roughly coincide with the water level in the creek to the north of the
site, suggesting shallow groundwater in the area.  The excavation was not fenced off.

We next went to look at the creek to the north of the site.  The creek flows in a straight line from
west to east along the property boundary, suggesting it’s actually a drainage ditch.  The origin of
the creek was not identified during the visit.  (Steve Berrey suggested that the creek originated
up by the Washington Square shopping mall).  The creek banks were lined with what looked like
healthy vegetation (no stressed or discolored plants were observed).  There was no perceptible
movement to the water in the creek.  Paralleling the creek to the south (i.e. between the creek
and Speed’s tow lot) is a right-of-way for a road (identified on tax lot maps as Rosewood Street).
The road has not been paved or otherwise constructed yet.

North of the creek is a large, flat, vacant lot, also owned by Steve Berrey.  A fence running along
the north bank of the creek blocks access to the lot.  The lot appeared to be at least partly paved
with asphalt, with weeds and other plants growing in cracks in the pavement.  Some houses were
visible on a low hill north of the property.

We followed the creek downstream to a wetland area.  The wetlands are located within a
triangular area formed by the junction of three elevated rail lines.  The creek enters the western
side of the wetlands through a culvert in one of the rail embankments.  The wetlands were so
heavily vegetated that it was difficult to see into them.

We then walked back to the southwest corner of the site, where there was another open hole
from another tank excavation (this time a 1,000-gallon used oil storage tank).  The excavation
was right up against the southwest corner of the building.  There was a small pile of soil (about
three feet high), covered with black plastic, next to the excavation.  There was also a noticeable
petroleum odor coming from the excavation.

In the extreme southwest corner of the property, we noticed a concrete washpad, which was used
by Prime Service.  (Prime’s predecessors, C&E Rentals, constructed it).  Wash water runs into a

three-chambered oil/water separator, which apparently discharges to a storm sewer line under 63
rd Avenue.  (Neither Steve Berrey nor Prime Service representatives knew much about the
construction of the separator).  Petroleum sheens were clearly visible on the mud and water in
the separator.

Before leaving the site, we noted a new above-ground storage tank on the southeast corner of the
building.  The tank consists of three individual tanks within one larger, outer tank.  There is no
secondary containment around the outer tank.

After leaving the site, we stopped and approached the wetland area from the east, climbing up on
one of the railroad embankments.  From this vantage point we noticed an open pond on the
southeast side of the wetlands, between the railroad embankment and Boones Ferry Road.  It
appeared that the wetlands and the pond were hydraulically connected, but we didn't see any



culverts between the two.  There was also no obvious discharge point for the pond.  The pond
was mostly surrounded by grass (in contrast to the trees and other plants in the wetlands).  There
was no sign of stressed or stained vegetation.

DEQ obtained the following information via visual reconnaissance of the site and surrounding
area after the site visit:

The site is located on the west side of SW 63rd Avenue, approximately two blocks north of
Boones Ferry Road and four blocks east of Interstate 5.  The area is the center of what used to be
the community of Lake Grove.  Lake Grove has subsequently been divided and annexed by Lake
Oswego (to the east) and Tualatin (to the west).  The site itself is located within the Tualatin city
limits, but uses a Lake Oswego mailing address.

The site is currently leased by Speed’s Towing, which stores impounded cars in a fenced area on
the north end of the property, and Prime Service, which rents and sells heavy machinery from a
building on the south end of the property.  The parcels immediately surrounding the site appear
to be light industrial, consisting of warehouses, distribution centers, and the like.  Industrial
Coatings, which borders the site to the south, cleans and coats pans.  The company has been
conducting a DEQ-supervised investigation and cleanup for most of the 1990s.  The parcel
immediately to the north of the K-Lines site is currently vacant.

Boones Ferry Road is heavily commercialized within the vicinity of the site, primarily with
grocery stores and other retail establishments.  A small office park is south of the commercial
strip, due south of the site.  Residential areas extend to the south and east beginning about a
half-mile from the site.

A wetland area is present about 1,000 feet east of the site, within an area between three
intersecting railroad embankments.  Surface runoff from the site likely enters a creek in a
drainage ditch on the north site boundary and flows into the wetlands.  No outlet for the wetlands
has been identified.  Additional residential areas are present north of the railroad lines.


